
At Gethsemane, we don't celebrate Halloween.  Instead, we use the time to ex-
plore our native Arizona in an event we call ―Arizona Days‖.  Arizona Days is sched-
uled for Friday, October 30th.  Our theme this year will be a harvest theme.  Spe-
cial educational activities are being planned for this day, including a special free 
luncheon for all students.  Parents/grandparents and guests are invited to join us 
for lunch for a charge of $3.00 per person.  Please sign up at the school office and 
check on the time your child will be eating. 

SECURING EACH 

CHILDõS FUTUREñ

FOR A LIFE OF SER-

VICE 

òThere are different kinds 
of services, but the same 

Lordó  

1 Corinthians 12:5 
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School will be closed on Monday, October 12th in observance of Columbus Day.  
The Day Care will be open from 6:30 a.m. until 6:30 p.m. 

 

OCTOBER 2009 
I SSUE TWO GOOD NEWS 

ENTERTAINMENT  BOOKS 

The 8th grade class wishes to thank all families who participated in their Entertain-
ment Book Fundraising Event.  The money will go towards their end of the year 
class trip! 

ABSENTEE H OMEWORK  ASSIGNMENTS 

If your child is absent from school and you need to get homework assignments from 
the teacher, please inform the office in the morning and the teacher will get it ready 
for pick up after school.  Please don’t ask the teacher in the morning before school 
starts as that is the time the teacher needs to get ready for the day.  Also, some-
times the teacher will modify the assignment during the class period.  Students who 
are absent from school do have one day for every day absent to make up the work 
without penalty.  Thank you for your assistance. 

ARIZONA  D AYS 

D AY  CARE PARENTS 

ALL parents (with the exception of Toddler Twoõs)  must sign-up their 
children for early release days or holidays in the Day Care office re-
gardless if your child is already enrolled in our Day Care Program.  
Please contact Claudia Grijavla with any questions. 



Calendar of Events 

October 

1  PTO Sally Foster Fundraiser Begins 

8  1st Quarter Ends 

9  Teacher In Service Day—NO SCHOOL (Day Care Open) 

12 Columbus Day—NO SCHOOL (Day Care Open) 

15 Parent Teacher Conference—11:30 am Dismissal (Day Care 

 Open) 

16  Parent Teacher Conference–NO SCHOOL (Day Care Open) 

17  Electronics Fest & Farmers Market 7:00 a.m. to Noon 

20-28 I.T.B.S. Achievement Testing—Grades 2 through 8 

25 Grades 1-3 Choir sings at the 9:30 a.m. service 

27 Picture Re-Takes 

28 Reformation Service @ Valley Lutheran High School 

30  Arizona Days 

30 Volleyball trip to Peridot, AZ 

  

Phone: (480) 839-0906 
 

E-mail: office@glstempe.com 

GETHSEMANE LUTHERAN  

SCHOOL  

1st Grade: 

Terryn Twombly 

Allison Youngs 

2nd:  Grade: 

Jenna Morse 

Ashley Troglia 

3rd Grade: 

Amanda Cotterman 

Jalen Grijalva 

4th Grade: 

Amy Kendree 

Addie Martin  

 

 

At the end of each month, 
a student from each class 
in grades K through 8 is 
selected as ―STUDENT 
OF THE MONTHó.  
They enjoy a special lunch 
with Mr. Robson where 
they receive a special Cer-
tificate of Award.  CON-
GRATULATIONS to the 
following students who 
were selected as students 
of the month! 

SEPTEMBER 

Kindergarten: 

Andrew Boyle 

Garek Johnson 

5th Grade: 

William Evans 

Sarah Hadley 

6th Grade: 

Patrick Champagne 

Sara Skornik 

7th Grade: 

Tatum France 

Zachary Meyers 

8th Grade: 

Alexis Falatyn 

Tyler Garman 

 

PRINCIPALõS AWARD  

òA GREAT PLACE TO  GROWó 

Colorful leaves, 

shiny apples, bright 

pumpkins...bring 

us the flavor of fall! 

 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB!  
WWW.GLSTEMPE.COM 



Students in Preschool 3’s through 8th grade attend chapel every Wednesday morning.  Parents and guardians are 
invited to attend.  The 1st through 8th grade meet from 8:40 am to 9:10 am; Preschool 3’s through Kindergarten 
meet from 9:15 am to 9:40 am.  The first Wednesday of the month, we all meet together at 8:40 am.  Chapel is 
lead by our Principal, Teachers, Family Life Minister, Director of Christian Education and Pastor.  Each week stu-
dents are encouraged to bring a money offering to the Lord.  The offering is not used for Gethsemane.  It is used 
to support needy people and Christian organizations as we reach out to those in our community and world.   

Our kids just completed the chapel offering project for Lutheran Braille Ministries.  For October and November, 
we will be collecting an offering for the food bank of the East Valley Lutheran social services.  There are many 
hungry families in the east valley area that rely upon food donations made to the Lutheran social services.  We will 
also collect  non-perishable foods for them in November. 

Our school has a web site where parents can get information about a number of things at 
Gethsemane Lutheran School.  You’ll find news items, pictures of events around the 
school, the school newsletter, classroom newsletters, curriculum information, staff in-
formation, the school calendar, the school dress code and other information. 

SCHOOL  CHAPEL AND  O FFERING 

V ISIT U S AT  WWW .GLSTEMPE.COM  

REFORMATION  SERVICE 

Gethsemane Lutheran School will join the other Lutheran Schools in the Phoenix Metro 
Area in the Annual Lutheran School Reformation Service on Wednesday, October 28th.  
There will be two services held that morning at Valley Lutheran High School in Phoenix.  
The two services will gather together over 1,200 Lutheran school students from 1st 
through 8th grade to celebrate the Reformation of the Church over 500 years ago, em-
phasizing Salvation by Faith Alone, Grace Alone and Scripture Alone!  Grades 1-4 will 
depart at 8:45 a.m. by chartered bus to Valley Lutheran.  Grades 5-8 will depart at 
10:00 a.m. by chartered bus to Valley Lutheran. 
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òBY THIS MEN 

WILL KNOW  

THAT  YOU  ARE 

MY  DISCIPLES, IF 

YOU  LOVE ONE 

ANOTHER.ó  

JOHN  13:35 

Please notify the school 
office if any of your con-
tact information changes. 

CASUAL D AYS & JAMBA JUICE 

As you know, the 8th graders have fund raisers for their graduation trip.  CASUAL DAY 
has been a fun and popular fund raiser for our 8th grade—now in it’s 5th year.  For 
$1.00, students are able to wear non-uniform clothes on a specific day each month.  
Please note, a dress code will still be enforced and there will be penalties if it is not observed!  This 
year, we will be holding 2 Casual Days each month!  For the month of October, our 
casual days will be Wednesday, October 14th and Friday, October 30th. 

Jamba Juice will be for sale at lunch on the same days as Casual Day.  Students in grades 
1-8 can purchase Jamba Juice during lunch for $3.00. 
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GLS FALL 

FUNDRAISER 

SEPTEMBER 30 TH  

THROUGH  

O CTOBER 14TH  

 

T HIS YEARõS 

FUNDRAISER IS 

SALLY FOSTER 

GIFT WRAP AND  

GIFTS 

 

YOUR  FAMILY, 

FRIENDS, 

NEIGHBORS AND  

COWORKERS 

WILL LOVE THE 

GIFT WRAP  

 

D ELIVERY WILL 

BE IN  MID - 

NOVEMBER, JUST 

IN  TIME FOR THE 

HOLIDAYS! 

 

 

 

T UITION  T AX  CREDIT 

Gethsemane Lutheran School partners with ACSTO (Arizona Christian School Tuition 
Organization) to take advantage of the Arizona Tuition Tax Credit.  ACSTO has added a 
3rd distribution date for 2009.  Any tuition tax credits given by October 31st, with a 
student recommendation, will be disbursed in late November.  You can pick up Tuition 
Tax Credit Forms in the school office. 

PARENT T EACHER CONFERENCES 

At the end of the 1st and 3rd quarters, teachers and parents/guardians of students in 
Kindergarten to Grade 8 meet briefly to discuss student progress.  It is extremely impor-
tant for every child’s education to have parents/guardians and teachers communicating 
about the child’s educational progress.  We will be in School on Thursday, October 15th 
until 11:30 a.m.  Parent/teacher conferences will be scheduled during the afternoon and 
early evening on Thursday and continue all morning on Friday, October 16th.  Day Care 
will be available.  Specific information on conference times will be coming home.  If you 
do not receive yours, please contact your child’s teacher. 

ACHIEVEMENT T ESTING 

Gethsemane Lutheran School will administer the Iowa Test of Basic Skills (I.T.B.S.) in 
the fall rather than the spring.  Fall testing allows us to utilize student results to design 
instruction for the remainder of the year.  The I.T.B.S. test has the most up to date 
norms of any nationally normed achievement test available.  The testing date is   October 
19th through October 28th.  Teachers will also alert you to the testing period when we 
get closer to the date. 

It is very important for your child to be in school every day during this testing 
week.  They should come to school well rested, with their tummy full from a 

healthy breakfast! 

EAGLE SCOUT  PROJECT 

Volunteers Wanted! 

My name is Alex Chalcraft and I am looking for adult and teen volunteers on Saturday, 
October 17th and Saturday, October 24th to help me with my Eagle Scout, which is to 
prep and paint the metal fence around the school at Gethsemane.  On October 17th, we 
will dig rocks from around the posts, wash and sand the rust off the fence.  On October 
24th, we will do the painting.  The time is 7:00 am until approximately 2:00 pm each 
day.  We will have pizza donated by Papa Johns for lunch on both days. 

If you would like to help, please email me at alex.913@cox.net or call me at (480) 247
-7994 and give me your name and phone number and the date and times that you can 
help. 
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PTO G IFT W ARP FUNDRAISER 

Each fall, the Parent Teacher Organization of Gethsemane Lutheran School has a major fundraiser to raise funds for 
the many projects the PTO sponsors for our kids during the school year.  This year, we have brought back, by 
popular demand, the Gift Wrap Fund Raising Program.  This is high quality gift wrap along with other gift items 
that you can order.  

The packets of information have already gone home to each family.  Please take a few minutes to share these great 
items with your friends and neighbors!  This is a great way to help support the PTO’s budget each year! 

The class with the highest sales per student will receive an ice cream party!  The top seller in 4th through 8th grade 
will receive a $25.00 iTunes gift card!  The top seller in preschool through 3rd grade will receive a $25.00 Build-A-
Bear gift card! 

Please remember to be safe and only sell to people you know! 

PLAYGROUND  U PDATE 

The playground shade will be completed this week!!!  We are all excited about the completion of this project.  
This has been the culmination of two years of fund raising by our PTO.  Lots of folks have been involved in making 
this happen.  THANK YOU to all the volunteers who helped move 38 tons of sand (18 yards) last Saturday onto 
our playground.  Your help was much appreciated! 

O PERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD  

GLS  will participate in the Operation Christmas Child project this year.  This project gives us an opportunity to 
fill a shoe box with toys, hygiene items, and school supplies for needy children at Christmas.  Operation Christmas 
Child is a project of Samaritan’s Purse.  More detailed information will be coming home next week. 

VOLLEYBALL T RIP TO  PERIDOT 

On Friday, October 30th, our volleyball ―A‖ team will go to Peridot, Arizona for a mini-tournament.  The team 
will leave school around 10:00 am and return about 9:00 pm.  This is our second annual trip to Peridot to play the 
Lutheran Mission School on the San Carlos Reservation.  There will be two other Lutheran school teams there too. 



Fry’s Cool Ca$h Program:  Link the Cool Cash barcode to your Fry’s 
VIP Card to earn money for our school!  Present the barcode to the 
Fry’s cashier.  The cashier will scan our school’s ―COOL CA$H‖ bar-
code and your VIP card, which will automatically attach the school to 
your card. 

 

 

 

Basha’s Shop & Give Program:  Each participating school is assigned a 5
-digit group identification number.  When Bashas’ customers link the 
number to their Thank you Card during the program dates, a portion 

of every Thank You Card purchase is set aside for that group.  Bashas’ will donate 1% of 
the total sales linked to each group’s ID Number.   

Our group ID Number:  28721 

PTO N EWS 
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OUR NEXT 

DINING FOR 

DOLLAR$ WILL 

BE HELD ON 

TUESDAY, 

OCTOBER 20TH 

AT CULVERS 

FROM 4:00 PM 

TO 9:00 PM 

 

NO FLIERS 

NEEDED .  10% 

OF RECEIPTS 

GOES TO GLS! 

 

COME AND BE 

A PART OF THE 

FUN AND HELP 

OUR EIGHTH 

GRADE CLASS ! 

ELECTRONICS FEST RETURNS 

Help Keep our Community Green!  Gethsemane Lutheran School is hosting a second 
electronics fest on Saturday, October 17th from 7:00 am to Noon at the church/school 
parking lot.  GLS in partnership with Westech Recyclers will accept the following 
items: 

Computers, laptops, monitors, printers, network cards, routers, hard 
drives, floppy and CD-ROM drives, copiers, fax machines, telephones, cell 
phones, test equipment, wire and cable, power supplies, circuit boards, 
video game equipment, calculators, typewriters, stereo equipment, credit 
card machines, etc.  Anything with a plug! 

The items can be dropped off at GLS on October 17th from 7:00 am to Noon.  An auc-
tion will be held at 11:00 am.  For questions, contact Stuart Rosebrook, GLS parent 
association at (480) 820-5545 or Tom Holland, Westech Recyclers at (602) 432-4046.  
All proceeds will help the 8th grade class trip as well as to support the school’s com-
puter learning center. 



  

G ETHSEMANE  L UTHERAN  

S CHOOL  

home game umpires Dean 
Hagstrom, Matthew 
Weidner, and  Pat Falatyn. 

 

Softball ―A‖ Team Tourna-
ment 

Congratulations to our 
Boy’s A Team who Fin-
ished as League softball 
CHAMPIONS.  Also con-
gratulations to our girls 
―A‖ team who finished 4th 
place out of 12 teams. 

 

 

This year, we had more 
boys and girls out for soft-
ball than in recent history.  
Our teams did well this 
year thanks to the hard 
work of student athletes 
and our great coaching 
staff! 

THANK YOU to the 
girl’s team coach, Mike 
Siglar for both the ―A‖ 
Team and ―B‖ Team!  Also 
THANK YOU to boy’s 
team coaches Eric Hoff-
man for ―A‖ Team and Jeff 
Petersen for ―B‖ Team.  
SPECIAL THANKS to 

Softball ―B‖ Team Jambo-
ree 

Our boys and girls ―B‖ 
teams competed in the 
Black Canyon League ―B‖ 
Team Softball Jamboree.  
The one day event had 
both our boys and girls 
teams playing 3 games.   
Athletes, coaches and par-
ents had a great day!  Both 
teams have shown growth 
in skill development dur-
ing this season!  

SOFTBALL N EWS 

òA GREAT PLACE TO 

GROWó 

Check out the GLS 
Athletics web site! 

 
glsathletics.com 

 

W EôRE  ON  THE  W EB !  
G LSAT HLETI CS . CO M  

Game Schedule ðBoys Soccer/Girls Volleyball  

Soccer @ 3:30 pm; Volleyball ñBò Team @ 3:30 pm ñAò 

Team @ 4:15 pm  

10/8 Soccer A Team vs. Emmanuel @ Tempe Sports Complex 

10/8 Volleyball A/B Team vs. Emmanuel @ Emmanuel 

10/13 Soccer A Team vs. Shepherd of Desert @ Shepherd 

10/13 Volleyball A/B Team  @ Shepherd of the Desert 

10/19 GLSðBlue vs. White Soccer and Volleyball @ GLS 

10/22 Soccer A Team vs. Pilgrim @ GLS 

10/22 Volleyball A/B Team vs. Pilgrim @ GLS 

10/23-10/24  2nd Annual Desert Showdown A team volleyball  

 Tournament @ GLS 

10/29 Soccer A Team vs. Christ Greenfield @ GLS 

10/30 Volleyball Tournament @ Peridot, AZ 

11/3 Soccer A Team vs. Grace @ Grace 

11/3 Volleyball A/B Team vs. Grace @ Grace 

11/12 Soccer A Team vs. Emmaus @ GLS-Benedict Park 

11/12 Volleyball A/B Team vs. Emmaus @ GLS 

11/14 League Soccer Tournament @ Tempe Sports Complex 

11/17  Volleyball/Soccer Match Play ( to be determined by record) 

11/21 League Volleyball A Team Tournament @ A.L.A. 



We are comprised of parents and friends of GLS who wish to participate in special events 
and fund raisers to enhance our Athletic Department.  Anyone may join!  Parents, 
grandparents, friends of GLS.  You need not have a child in any of our sports to be a par-
ticipant.  However, we highly encourage the participation of parents who do have chil-
dren in sports to be involved in our Booster Club.  We need your help!  If you are 
interested, please call Penny Burkert at (480) 726-9989 or prburkert@hotmail.com; 
Eric Hoffman at (602) 570-4043 or ehoffman@glstempe.com; Wendell Robson at (480) 
792-6551 or wlrobson@glstempe.com.  Thank you! 

BOOSTER CLUB 

D ESERT SHOWDOWN  INVITIATIONAL  VOLLEYBALL T OURNAMENT  

On Friday, October 23rd  and Saturday, October 24th, Gethsemane will host a 6 team 7th and 
8th grade girls volleyball tournament.  The tournament begins at 1:00 pm on Friday and contin-
ues through Saturday evening.  This will be a great event and fun to watch. 
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Join the 
Booster Club 

today! 

Interested in placing a classified ad in our monthly school newsletter?  For 
only $5.00 per month, we will place your ad.  Please email Kellie Whitaker at 
whitakerkm@hotmail.com with your ad information. 


